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NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

I was extremely grateful to be invited 
into Woldgate for a morning to 
witness some of the excellent work 

being carried out across the school 
for pupils with Special Educational 
Needs. Initially, I met with Carol 
Burch, the Head of Department who 
gave me a valuable overview of what 
is a large department to lead and the 
wide variety of support and inter-
ventions provided for the pupils. The 
wall in Carol’s office was covered 

with a very detailed intervention grid 
for the whole school. This listed the 
pupils who receive support, by year 
group, with an extremely complex 
colour-coded system of interven-
tions given to each individual on 
the list. What makes this even more 
complicated is the fact that the 
interventions frequently change as a 
result of the many review meetings 
attended by members of the SEN 
team. It quickly became obvious that 

organisational skills of the highest 
order are needed here.

The support offered by the depart-
ment covers the whole spectrum of 
need from a little extra help indi-
vidually or in a small group to some 
ground-breaking support for severe 
and complex needs. This 
speaks volumes about 

Good Luck!

Continued on back page 

To our Year11 Drama PuPils 
on Their scriPTeD TheaTre 

assessmenT nexT WeDnesDaY!

Governor visits schooL
Governor Martin Braidley visits the Special Educational Needs Department.

ONE OF OUR SPECIALIST TEACHING CLASSROOMS
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key dates

sprinG term

22nd February to 24th march 2016

summer term

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th June - 22nd July 2016

staff traininG 
days

25th & 26th July 2016

internaL exam Weeks

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

This week we have seen further developments with 
regard to the government’s desire to see all schools 
as Academies by 2020. This will include school funding 

now coming directly to schools from the central government, 
rather than through the Local Authority, for all schools, 
regardless of whether they are an academy or not. The role 
of Local Authorities will also change fundamentally, with 
their role in school improvement services being removed, in 
addition to other educational services I expect. We are also 

seeing a raft of other smaller changes being brought in that will in their total-
ity change nearly every element of how schools are run and funded. This is 
a period of rapid change and challenge. As a community we find ourselves 
well positioned for such change following our consultation about joining the 
Wolds Learning Partnership and becoming an Academy. It is very apparent 
that moving forward we are well placed to manage the national change and 
ultimately ensure that our children, staff and wider community are able to 
continue their good work and maintain our progress to date.

Last week, Mr Barrett held our employer interviews and it was really good to 
see so many business representatives giving of their time. The employers who 
attended were very impressed by our articulate and well prepared pupils. I know 
from speaking to our pupils how opportunities such as these, provide our young 
people with a platform upon which to practise and develop their skills as they 
prepare for future. Skills such as communication, often under pressure, are key 
to being able to convey your strengths to a potential interviewer and practise 
most certainly helps in that regard. With record numbers of Year 11 pupils having 
already applied to Woldgate Sixth Form College and secured places, I know Mrs 
Lawson is looking to build upon the programme from September to help apply 
those learned skills to university interviews. In addition, she is also launching 
specialist tutorials for those Year 11 pupils who have expressed an early interest 
in applying for medicine, veterinary science and to Russell Group Universities.

It was also a pleasure last week to meet our School Council representatives to 
discuss their priorities and to talk through their feedback. It is always impressive 
to meet such a dedicated and enthusiastic body of pupils, who are working on 
behalf of others to make such a positive difference to the community they work 
within. I am especially looking forward to hearing their feedback on the rewards 
consultation and I would once again like to thank parents for participating in the 
online consultation. The proposal developed by my colleagues as part of the 
Rewards Working Group, I believe, does answer the many requests from parents. 
We now await the final feedback from pupils and I look forward to sharing with 
you the proposal in future newsletters.

Finally, I would like to thank parents for their response to our announcement 
last week that we are one of the ‘top 100’ most improved schools in the country 
and are now ranked as one of the very best in Yorkshire. I am very fortunate 
to have dedicated and hardworking teachers and middle leaders who are doing 
their very best to make sure our young people achieve the very best outcomes.
It is though, wonderful to have that exceptional work acknowledged regionally 
and nationally as we secure the very best outcomes and continue to do the very 
best for our children.

Do have a good weekend.

Welcome

headteacher’s WeLcome

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

sociaL media
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noticeboard

headteacher’s 
aWard

year 7
georgie taylor

Kyle WilSon

year 9
William SnooK

ben taylor

year 10
evie elliott

mia WelSman

year 11
ellie anderSon

georgia moan

codes
A code can be given for any of the following incidences.

An average of three codes per week over a half-term will be dealt with by the 
Head of Care and Achievement.

The school will have a weekly focus to address each of these areas.

c Chewing or eating in classrooms.

L Late to school, form or a lesson.

e
Equipment (e.g. pen (black, red and purple), pencil, ruler, rubber 
& an exercise book). Please do provide equipment in the first 
instance to remove the barrier to learning. Homework should 
be dealt with through the use of classroom and departmental 
strategies).

a Appearance (please see the pupil planner for guidance).

r Respect (Using a mobile phone or wearing earphones in lesson).
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This week, I and other teachers have been reviewing our 
Lower School pupils’ planners to ensure they are being 
used effectively. I have been very impressed by the 

planners I have seen; they are neat, tidy and well-organised. 
Pupils clearly take a pride in their planners, and use them to 
not only record homework, but to log their merits, achieve-
ments and to note down their goals and plans for the future. 
I have been particularly impressed by the range of Learning 
Goals set by our pupils each term, together with clear plans 
as to how they will achieve them. Well done to all our Lower 

School pupils and make sure you bring your Planner to school each day.

This week, our Year 7 pupils have been visiting the Manchester Sports 
Village, which contains the Manchester City football teams’ stadium, 
together with the Velodrome, in which the British Olympic cycling team 
train. During their visit, pupils learnt about how the site was developed 
on a disused industrial area, and how urban regeneration has brought jobs 
and money into the area. They have also had the opportunity to pretend 
they are a Premier League footballer, and walk out of the tunnel into a 
huge stadium!

mr sLoman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

key dates
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 8
24th march

civil War re-enactment event

As the Easter break approaches, our Sixth Form students are working extremely hard in prepa-
ration for their summer exams. Last week, they received their Mock Exam results. These 
results were based solely on the exams they sat during mock week and gave students a clear 

indication of how they performed in each subject under the pressure of exam conditions. For our 
students, this was an opportunity to reflect on their current progress and to make an action plan for 
the coming weeks. Students have been working with their form tutors to assess their mock results 
and analyse where they want to make improvements before the final exams in the Summer. Students 
will also receive a final Progress Check soon after the Easter break, which will give a clear indication 
of if they are on track to achieve their target grades.

Our students are also working hard to ensure they can celebrate the end of all of their hard work in style, with our 
Senior Prefect team currently making plans for the Year 13 Prom. This year it will be held at York Hospitium in the 
Museum Gardens on 6th July and promises to be a fantastic event.

As well as developing student’s academic and independent learning skills, we also aim to provide our Sixth Formers 
with many opportunities to develop their personal and leadership skills. As such, we are now taking applications for 
the role of Lunchtime Prefect. This is 
a paid position and provides students 
with the opportunity to act as role 
models for the younger pupils in the 
school as they monitor the site and 
maintain safety during lunchtimes. 
The closing date for applications is 
Thursday 24th March.

mrs LaWson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

Sixth Form
looK out For the Summer term 
Key dateS in next WeeK’S iSSue!
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With only six school weeks to go before our Year 
11 begin their formal GCSE exams, Mr Smith and 
his team of tutors are working with pupils to 

encourage good study habits and regular routines as they 
tackle the mountain of revision ahead of them.  A number 
of subjects are also beginning to offer additional support 
outside normal lessons and I would encourage Year 11 pupils 
to make the most of these opportunities.

Good attendance to school is always important but at this time of the year 
it becomes even more crucial as experienced teachers impart their knowl-
edge and wisdom to ensure that pupils are fully prepared in the examina-
tion techniques that will help to maximise their marks and give them the 
confidence to strive for the high grades they are so capable of achieving.

Part of this exam preparation is about ensuring that pupils are organised 
and have the correct equipment with them to use, particularly in subjects 
such as Maths.  With this in mind, I would be grateful if parents could check 
with their child that they have the appropriate equipment to bring with 
them on a daily basis, including their planner.

key dates
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 11
23rd march

gcSe drama moderation

ms LonGstaff Writes:
upper School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

year 10 inter-form sport
Mrs Atkinson writes:

As part of our Citizenship programme, each term we are offer the 
opportunity to participate in an Enrichment session.  Last week, 
Year 10s competed in Inter-Form Netball and Football competitions.  

The pupils organised their teams and came prepared to give their best. Ms 
Colson and Mr Clarke showed off their refereeing skills and the pupils on 
the sidelines, cheered for their favourite teams, while enjoying the fresh air.  

In the end, it was Mr McCauslands Form 10KMC who were the Football 
Champions. Mr Clarkes Form 10BSC, won the Netball! All the pupils who 
participated were praised in this weeks assembly.  

As well as their excellent participation in school sports, Year 10s are involved 
in many activities outside of school.  On Sunday, I had the pleasure of watch-
ing the Stamford Bridge team come back from a 3-0 game at half time, to 
end the game at 3-2, after Ryan Millar scored 2 goals for his side! I have been 
promised a win, this coming Sunday!   

Well done Year 10s!  We are very proud of your many successes and it has 
been good to see, that you are too.
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mosiacs

You may have noticed a recent 
addition to adorn the school 
reception walls in the form of a 

large mixed-media panel of the Wold-
gate School logo. This was another 
project created for Emi Taylor follow-
ing the success of her sensory mosaic 
mirror which she now has hanging at 
home.

Ms Newman worked closely with 
Louise Jones and Lucy Carroll to 
create a larger, more vibrant artwork 
which could be hung at school. Next 
time you’re in the reception area, have 
a look at the contents of the panel. 
There’s everything from buttons and 
dice to dinosaurs and chocolate!

Another mosaic project Ms Newman 
has been working on has recently 
been hung in York Hospital. As a 
member of the British Association 
for Modern Mosaic, Ms Newman was 
selected from artists across the North 
of England to create part of a group 
mural on the theme of nature. 

“When I created my Kiwi Abstract 
I had no idea where it would be 
installed, but it looks right at home 
against the bright green walls of 
the outpatients waiting area! I have 
six pieces of artwork in educational 
spaces now and I’m really pleased 
to have a permanent piece in York 
Hospital. Now I’m busy planning my 
contribution to another collaborative 
mosaic mural to be included in the 
Hull City of Culture event in 2017.”

the arts academy continues to flourish and is coming towards the end of the 
Spring term. The pupils are working hard on their performances which they will present 
to friends and family in their review show on Saturday 19th March.

Our pupil numbers continue to rise and a third of our cohort are now male which is 
encouraging.

The Summer term resumes on Saturday April 16th and the Academy pupils will be work-
ing towards a production based upon the Shrek films which will be performed in July to a larger audience.

The team has once again been invited to perform at the Madhyamaka Summer Fayre at Kilnwick Percy in June. This 
was a successful event last year and the pupils enjoyed it immensely. 

We are happy to be able to provide these valuable performing experiences for our pupils and will continue to seek 
out opportunities such as this to provide the pupils with the best experience possible to develop their skills.

For more information please contact Mrs Debbie Lightowler, Arts Academy Manager: 
artsacademy@woldgate.eriding.net
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the positive integration policy at the 
school.

Meeting the SEN staff, some class-
room teachers and some of the 
pupils was a real privilege. Carol 
had provided me with a detailed 
programme for the morning prior 
to my arrival and I’m very grateful to 
her for taking a whole morning out of 
her very busy schedule to share her 
department’s successes with me.

The first group visited was during 
form time in the ILC (Individual Learn-
ing Centre) working on an Interactive 
Literacy Programme called Lexia. All 
the Year 7 pupils present were work-
ing on individualised programmes 
and were supported by two members 
of the SEN team. The beauty of the 
Lexia programme is that it can be 
used with pupils all the way up 
to the 6th Form to suit personal 
requirements.

We moved on to see ‘Core Support’ in 
Literacy and Numeracy, again Year 7, 
which were being taught by special-
ist TAs (Teaching Assistants). Some 
of the pupils are making remarkable 
progress in terms of the value being 
added to their achievement levels – a 

fact recognised 
in the latest DfE 
( D e p a r t m e n t 
for Education) 
Raise on Line 
report which 
shows Woldgate 
has one of the 
highest scores in 
the country for 
this measure of 
performance. I 
had a detailed 
discussion with Carol and her senior 
department colleagues about a 
number of issues facing the depart-
ment which highlighted the often 
complex activities of the team. I was 
shown examples of the many testing 
materials used and also examples 
of detailed diagnostic reports (with 
recommendations for mainstream 
teaching staff). These are certainly 
valuable tools to help each pupil 
make progress. My morning ended 
with three ‘drop-in’ visits to main-
stream classes which had pupils being 
supported by TAs (Year 7 Science, 
Year 8 Maths and Year 9 Science). In 
all three groups the supported pupils 
were very comfortable with the help 
being offered and all were confident 
and proud to share their work with 
me.

Throughout the 
morning all the 
pupils encoun-
tered were 
open, friendly, 
w e l l – b e h a v e d 
and keen for 
me to see their 

work. All were on-task and appeared 
to be enjoying their work. The staff 
welcomed me into their groups and 
had high expectations for the pupils 
and genuinely took pride in the 
achievements and successes of the 
pupils. It was also heartening to hear 
that some of Woldgate’s older pupils 
give up some of their own free time 
to support some of the more vulnera-
ble pupils, especially at unstructured 
times of the day. Some of the groups 
visited were smaller than usual 
because some Year7 pupils were out 
on a trip to Manchester – in a slight 
aside from the SEN report, I should 
like to thank all the staff at Woldgate 
for the numerous extra-curricular 
opportunities and visits offered to 
the pupils whose learning experi-
ences are certainly enhanced and 
enriched by these opportunities.

A final ‘thank you’ to Carol, her 
colleagues and the pupils for making 
my visit so enjoyable and informative.

Martin Braidley 

...from front page.

care & achievement 
co-ordinators

MrS r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

pLease share
If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the 
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr 
Ben Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net
mailto:ben.wall%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=Newsletter

